
Benefits of Native Plants  

Native plants have many ecological benefits. They provide wildlife habitat, stabilize the soil, 

decrease runoff, replenish the water table, and sequester carbon. Native plants are well 

adapted to the Midwest, so they require less maintenance over time. They do not require the 

fertilizers, water and care during establishment that non-native plants require. Many non-native 

plants used in landscaping have become invasive and can reduce the biodiversity of an area. By 

using native plants you are likely to increase the diversity of the area and re-establish territory 

for the native plants that once thrived here 

The Monarch Prairie Kit 

Your school will receive 100 pollinator-friendly native plant plugs, signage explaining the space, 

2 booklets that describe the species and benefits of the plants, hand trowels, and access to 

lesson plans created by Cardno. All materials will be shipped directly to your school. 

Plant availability varies. Schools should email Ashley Haynes from Keep Indianapolis Beautiful at 

ahaynes@kibi.org to check on availability and timeline before applying for Thriving Schools 

Challenge funding. The cost for the Monarch Prairie Kit is $500.  

MONARCH 

PRAIRIES

Keep Indianapolis Beautiful - www.kibi.org  

Ashley Haynes - Director of Marketing - ahaynes@kibi.org

Space Needed 

Your kit includes 100 plants, which will 

be planted 12-18 inches apart. If you 

plant your plugs in 5 rows of 20 plants, 

leaving a 12-18 inch border to avoid 

mower damage, your prairie will range 

from about 6 ft x 21 ft, to 9 ft x 31.5 ft, 

depending on your spacing. This type of 

layout provides comfortably large area 



for students to interact with the prairie, but you can adjust the number and length of rows to fit 

your site. You might also consider adding a path or open area in the middle (see page 9) which 

could extend the dimensions by several feet. 

Eight Steps to Growing your Monarch Prairie Kit  

ABOUT KEEP INDIANAPOLIS BEAUTIFUL 

Keep Indianapolis Beautiful is a nonprofit organization 

committed to engaging diverse communities to create vibrant 

public places, helping people and nature thrive. 

Keep Indianapolis Beautiful has partnered with Cardno Nursery 

to make monarch prairie planting kits and lessons available to 

Marion County schools. 

Read more at www.kibi.org 

1. Read the “Planning your Prairie” guide on Cardno’s 

Monarch Prairie webpage so you can approach your 

administrators, teaching team and maintenance staff 

with the necessary details about the prairie. 

2. Search the school grounds for potential prairie sites, 

noting the advantages and challenges of each site. 

3. Discuss your plans with administrators, teaching team 

and maintenance staff. 

4. Select a site. Follow the guidelines in the “Planning 

your Prairie” guide. It will not only help you select the 

best location for your prairie, it also includes tips on 

involving your students in this process. 

5. Begin preparing your site, including removing existing 

vegetation, if necessary. Some methods of removing  

existing vegetation begin in the fall, for planting the following spring. Use the “Preparing your 

Site” guide on the website to familiarize yourself with these methods so you can choose the one 

that will work best for your situation. 

6. Order your Monarch Prairie kit about 3-4 weeks in advance of your expected planting date. 

Spring planting is recommended. 

7. When you receive your kit, follow the instructions on storing the plants while you prepare for 

planting. 

8. Plant your Monarch Prairie with the help of the Monarch Prairie Guide. 


